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	Hampshire MPs criticize “squandered” 

ME research funding


Three Hampshire MPs are supporting a leading ME charity’s claim that the Medical Research Council (MRC) is squandering funding for research into ME, a chronically debilitating disorder with 200,000 sufferers in the UK.  
Chris Huhne, Mark Oaten and Sandra Gidley are backing the 25% ME Group’s campaign to divert research funds to where they are most needed. The group, which represents the quarter of ME sufferers who are most severely afflicted by the disease, says money is being wasted on psychological and psychiatric research, while the MRC refuses to fund biomedical and genetic research.
Commenting, Mark Oaten said:

“It is incomprehensible that the MRC will not fund research that could improve the lives of those suffering the most severe forms of this affliction. 
“ME is a neurological condition, not a psychiatric illness – this must be recognized before more public money is wasted.”

Chris Huhne MP noted:

“ME is a devastating illness.  Research into the physiological nature of the illness is vital if we are to find a cure.  The MRC’s position is 
extraordinary, and I urge them to reconsider their stance on funding research into ME.”
Sandra Gidley MP said:

“ME is a painful and debilitating disorder and it is time that this was researched properly. 
“Early identification of the illness is critical in aiding recovery and can prevent the condition from becoming more severe; however doctor’s perceptions of this illness need to change in order to achieve this. Patients must not be made to feel like they are wasting the doctor’s time but until more is known about the condition many doctors won’t take it seriously.”

Simon Lawrence from the 25% ME Group said:

“If the funding available for cancer research was all directed at how cancer patients think and feel about their disease instead of the physiology of the illness, there would be an outcry.”

In the past year, the MRC have denied funding to six studies designed to investigate the underlying causes of ME and why certain people suffer from it. A study investigating the role of genetics in ME, which could lead to a diagnostic test, is currently dependent on charity funding, while the MRC pour millions of pounds into trials of psychological therapy such as cognitive behavioural therapy.

The Countess of Mar, a member of the Gibson Inquiry on Scientific Research into ME and Patron of the 25% ME Group, said:
“Over the last decade millions of pounds has been squandered on research which has totally failed to find cause, relief or cure for this painful, demoralizing and socially unaccepted physical illness. Funding organizations must recognize that they should now support some of the fine research, conducted with minimal private funding, that is pointing to the direction in which solutions will be found.”

The 25% ME Group is only one of over twenty ME support groups and influential individuals calling for public money to be channeled into biomedical research. They all state that this is the only research capable of leading to a treatment and a cure for ME, and point to the significant findings already achieved in biomedical studies. 
ENDS 

Notes for Journalists:
ME, also known as Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS) is classified as a neurological illness (alongside motor neurone disease and multiple sclerosis) by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UK Government. .

Estimates suggest that 25,000 children and between 100,000 and 300,000 adults suffer from ME in Britain. 

Up to 2004, the condition had cost the taxpayer about £4 billion. 

The 25% ME Group represents the interests of those 25% of ME sufferers who are severely affected by the condition. They are chronically and severely disabled by the disease; many are left isolated, housebound or even bed-bound by the effects of the illness. ME affects people from all walks of life, all age groups and can strike when you are least expecting it.
The symptoms of ME/CFS are common to organophosphate poisoning and ‘Gulf War Syndrome’. 

Chris Huhne MP represents Eastleigh, Mark Oaten MP represents Winchester and Sandra Gidley MP represents Romsey. 

Useful contacts
25% ME Group: www.25megroup.org 21 Church Street, Troon, Ayreshire, KA10 6HT
Tel: 01292318611

Simon Lawrence at 25% ME Group Tel: 01292 318611

Countess of Mar; Tel: 020 7219 8627

Chris Huhne MP: 0207 219 5490
Mark Oaten MP: 0207 219 2703
Sandra Gidley: 0207 219 5986
Telephone	(020) 7219 2703


Fax:	(020) 7219 2389


Email:	oatenm@parliament.uk
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